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Pre-Algebra Syllabus – 2007/2008
Teacher:
Diane Korpics

Phone:
330-528-3393

Email:

dkorpics@roadrunner.com
Textbook:
Pre-Algebra, Bob Jones University

Student purchased materials:

· Large 3-ring binder (one section each for Notes, Homework, Test/Quizzes, Miscellaneous)
· Notebook paper

· Pencils

· Calculator  (optional)

· Compass, protractor, and ruler (limited use)
All of these items should be brought to class each day except for the compass, protractor, and ruler, which will only be used in our Geometry unit later in the year.

Grading


Your grade will be computed as follows:


Tests

55%


Quizzes
20%


Homework
20%


Participation
5%

Grading Scale

	Score (%)
	Grade

	98-100
	A+

	93-97
	A

	90-92
	A-

	88-89
	B+

	83-87
	B

	80-82
	B-

	78-79
	C+

	73-77
	C

	70-72
	C-

	68-69
	D+

	63-67
	D

	60-62
	D-

	59 or lower
	F


Tests and Quizzes


There are 15 tests, one for each chapter, plus three cumulative tests (covering chapters 1-5, 6-10, and 11-15, respectively).  In addition, there are approximately three quizzes per chapter.  No calculators will be used on homework, tests or quizzes unless specified.  Most tests and quizzes will be administered at home due to the lack of sufficient class time.  Therefore, it is imperative that you remember that these are individual endeavors.  As you sign your name to these papers, you are certifying to me that you have worked completely independently, neither giving nor receiving any help.  If you need clarification about the nature of a test problem, you may ask for it.  If you receive a score less than an 85 on a test or quiz, you must have your parent sign the test to show that they have seen the grade and return it to me the next school day.
Homework


 Due to the fact that we can only meet two times a week, it is imperative that you complete your homework each day and that you figure out how to do every problem correctly.  Yes, every problem must be CORRECT!!!  The strategy for achieving this (and a 100% for your homework grade) is outlined below:


1.  Complete the assignment for the day, checking your answers (using the answer key) as you go.  Most of the time, only the odd problems are assigned.  If, however, your overall average in the class drops below a 90, you will be required to do all the problems in each section until your average is a 90 or above.  

2.  If you miss a problem the first time, circle the problem number in red ink and find your mistake or try the problem again.  If you need to, study the examples in the book.  If you still can’t get the correct answer, get help from a sibling, friend, parent, or me.  

3.  When you are finished with the assignment and have figured out every problem correctly, please write the problem numbers of any problems you would like me to review in class at the top of the page.  Even though you figured out how to get the correct answer, you may have really struggled with the problem and would benefit from seeing a teacher work through it again.


4.  Finally, have one of your parents re-grade your assignment using the answer key.  They must then sign their name on the top of your paper, indicating that you have properly completed the assignment by getting all the problems right!


Homework must be kept in your notebook, and each paper must be clearly marked with STUDENT NAME, DATE, and ASSIGNMENT TITLE (e.g., Lesson 1.1).


The grade for each homework assignment will be based on the number of problems completed correctly divided by the total number of problems assigned.  If a problem is incorrect, illegible or not sufficiently documented (i.e., you did not show your work), it will be considered incorrect even if the answer is correct.  Also, enough of the original problem must be copied so that anyone picking up the homework can tell what is being done.


All homework assignments are due the next class period unless otherwise specified.  For every class period an assignment is late, the score will drop one grade level (or 10 points).  Missing class is never an excuse for not keeping current in class.  You should find class notes and assignments from a classmate.  Any assignments given the day you were absent are due the day you return.


You are responsible for obtaining any extra help you need.  In other words, if you are struggling, please let someone know.  Your family and I cannot help you if you don’t tell us you need help.  Please call me or send an e-mail if you need my help.  It is very important that you master each step along the way and do not fall behind.  Don’t be embarrassed if you are having trouble with a new concept.  It will be even more embarrassing if you are still struggling with that concept in Algebra II!  
Parental Responsibility

Although homework is the responsibility of the student, it is the parents’ job to hold their children accountable.  As you can see from the “Homework” section above, I expect the student to work hard at their homework, getting every problem correct.  In other words, they should come to class each day having mastered the previous lesson(s).  The parents’ responsibilities for this class are outlined below:


1.  If your child asks for help with their homework, please help them or point them to someone who can.  The best way to help a student is to teach them how to learn it themselves.  For example, if they say they don’t know how to do a problem, tell them to read through the lesson first and/or find an example in the book that is similar to the problem they are attempting.  If they still can’t figure it out, see if you can guide them through the problem, making them come up with ideas of what to try next.  As a last resort, provide the solution for them and ask them to explain it to you.  Then, give them another problem just like it to try on their own.


2.  Re-grade your child’s homework assignments (before they hand them in) using the answer key.  Your child should have already completed the lesson and graded it themselves.  You are just confirming that they did their job thoroughly.  If you are satisfied with your child’s work, please sign your name at the top of the page.  If you are not satisfied, please make your student fix their work until it meets your expectations.  Note:  I am not overly concerned with neatness; as long as their work is legible, it is acceptable.  Every student has their own style.  


3.  If your child receives an 85 or below on a test or quiz, they are required to show it to you.  Please go over the test/quiz with your child and make sure they can explain to you why they missed each problem.  If they were struggling with any concepts (as opposed to computation errors), I would recommend that you give them extra practice problems from the book until they have mastered the concept.  This is the only way to make sure that you don’t send them to Algebra next year without mastering the basic concepts they need to do well.  Please sign the test/quiz to show me that you have seen their score and helped them master the concepts with which they were struggling.

4.  At the beginning of the year, your student will receive a booklet containing all the tests and quizzes for the year.  Please keep this booklet under your control at all times and administer them to your child as they are assigned.  If either of these booklets is lost, it is your responsibility to make new copies. 


5. The answers to the homework problems will be posted on the Heritage web site.  It is up to you whether to keep these answers under your control or your child’s.  
NOTE TO PARENTS AND STUDENTS:  Any assignments turned in without a parent signature or tests/quizzes (below an 85%) not returned at the next class attended by the student will result in a 10 point penalty.

Participation


This grade will be based on class behavior and participation in class.  In addition to the expectations outlined in Heritage’s Discipline Policy, I will expect you to:

· Be seated and prepared at the beginning of class.  (This means your notebook and pencil are ready and your homework has been turned in).

· Be respectful of teachers, students, and school property.

· Never talk while the teacher is talking or when another student is talking.

· Participate constructively and positively in class activities and assignments.

· Be dismissed by the teacher, not the “bell.”


If you violate one of these rules, I will give you a verbal warning.  If you choose to ignore this warning, I will put your name on the board (and possibly give you an extra homework assignment).  If this does not resolve the problem, I will ask you to sit in the office (and you will definitely be given an extra homework assignment).  Once a problem progresses beyond this point, your parents and possibly the school will need to get involved.  At this point, your offense will be handled as outlined in Heritage’s Discipline Policy.

Please read and sign the acknowledgement below and bring it with you on the first day of class.

Student and Parent/Guardian Acknowledgement

Student Name  ________________________________________

Date  _______________________________

I have read and understood the course expectations that I must follow in class.




Student Signature  _______________________________


                      Parent/Guardian Signature  _______________________________

